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Abstract  This study analyzed prospective applied music students' perceptions of naming confusion and institutional
understanding between junior colleges and vocational colleges. An online survey with a pre-post design was conducted
with 144 participants to examine how institutional awareness influences college decisions. Results showed that over
half of the respondents did not accurately recognize the legal foundations and institutional differences between the
two types of institutions, and 66% experienced confusion due to naming similarities. Students showed a clear
preference for institutions with higher admission competition rates, and the term ‘arts college’ itself significantly
influenced college choice regardless of institutional differences. After providing information about institutional
differences, 65.3% of respondents indicated that their college decisions could change, confirming the importance
of accurate information provision. This study is significant in that it empirically identifies the structural problem
of naming confusion and proposes strategies for information transparency enhancement and differentiation of
vocational colleges.
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<Table 1> Comparison of legal foundations and systems between junior colleges and vocational colleges

Category Junior colleges Vocational colleges
Legal basis Higher Education Act Lifelong Education Act (amended in 2007)
Institutional

.. Regular higher education institution Lifelong education institution
characteristics

Degree confrral Associate degree (2-3 years), Bachelor's | Associate degree (recognized as equivalent

degree (advanced major program) to junior colleges)
. . - Jeonghwa Arts University, Baekseok Art

Representative Approximately .130 .Jumor colleges eagivz\zity, i(ulggelzsrlgersi?; Zefo Arts ;

cases nationwide

(total of 3)

Administrative Includes national scholarship support, Excluded from some systems (limited
and financial administrative audits, enrollment scope of national scholarships and

system regulations, policy participation enrollment regulations)

No multiple applications and no double Multiple applications and double
enrollment principles applied enrollment principles allowed
Developed from higher technical schools

and vocational courses, education focused
on vocational skills for adults and youth

Admission system

Higher education focused on vocational

Characteristics . . ..
skills and professional training
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<Table 2> General characteristics of respondents N=144
Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
11th grade 6 42
Grade 12th grade 75 52.1
Gap year or above 63 43.7
Vocal 114 79.1
Major Instrumental 20 13.9
Composition and producing 8 5.6
Others 2 1.4
Less than 6 months 26 18.1
Entrance exam preparation 6-12 months 35 243
period 1-2 years 51 354
More than 2 years 32 222
2. M QIA]
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<Table 3> Knowledge of institutional systems

Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Higher education act 37 25.7
Legal basis of junior colleges Lifelong education act 33 229
I don't know 74 51.4
Higher education act 21 14.6
Legal basis of ional
egal basis of vocationa Lifelong education act 47 32,6
colleges
I don't know 76 52.8
. o True 49 34.0
National sch(?larshlp eligibility False 19 132
for vocational colleges
I don't know 76 52.8
Regular university application True 73 50.7
after vocational college False 25 17.4
admission [ don't know 46 319
) ) True 37 25.7
Equivalence of associate False 0 278
degrees
I don't know 67 46.5
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A4 434 st 14tﬂ( 7%), R 1047(72.3%), ZAFHE 1179(7.6%), 220t
1574(10.4%) 22 YRt on, ‘OOdq&3diehol et 1412 434l st 57(3.5%),
B3} 2475(16.7%), AZTH3} 917(63.1%), LEATE 247(16.7%) 2.2 eyt dict
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<Table 4> Perception and confusion of institutional names

Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Four-year university 14 9.7
Perception of ‘QQArts Junior college 104 72.3
University” Vocational college 11 7.6
I don't know 15 10.4
Four-year university 5 3.5
Perception of ‘OQArts Junior college 24 16.7
Vocational College’ Vocational college 91 63.1
I don't know 24 16.7
Experience of confusion due to Yes 95 66.0
institutional names No 49 34.0
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<Table 5> Perception of institutional equivalence based on ‘university’ title

Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Strongly disagree 6 42
Belief in institutional Disagree 21 14.6
equivalence based on Neutral 54 37.5
‘university’ title Agree 50 347
Strongly agree 13 9.0

(1~5, Likert scale) M = 3.30 SD = 0.97

<Table 6> Influence of institutional names on college choice

Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Strongly disagree 4 2.8
o Disagree 13 9.0
Influence of 1nst1tut10r'1al names Neutral 2% 173
on college choice
Agree 62 43.1
Strongly agree 40 27.8

(1~5, Likert scale) M = 3.84 SD = 1.02
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Z8 AL ARl SHY - A} 187(54.2%), QTEY/RSE 279 (18.8%), AlHf - Z2l 159
(104%), SHaL WA} 147(9.7%), St ZH[]A] 10%(6.9%) 2= LEh, SEAHe] At

olo] sl AL B9l YA RS F= sk gk
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2|91 2178(14.5%), SH. TA} 9%(6.3%), QEIH/SER 6H(4.2%) &0 8 Uehyth 25
T He AR Y5 AREE JHWARET} 188%2 291901 AFEAE 42%z
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0%z 2915 Aste] B4 ARU] iR S S FAT 5 Yck

AEest Ageste] jolo] thel Sol AL A5 Slek 178(11L8%), 1 Atk
397(27.1%), A< §ltt 537 (36.8%), K] gltt 357 (24.3%)= et SR 61.1%7}
5 71ge] Aolo] et RS Ao] Hahd e Ao Uehge.

rox

<Table 7> Information sources and trust

Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Private academy/instructor 78 542
School teacher 14 9.7
Primary ?ource o’f admission Internet/YouTube 27 18.8
information
University website 10 6.9
Senior students/acquaintances 15 10.4
Private academy/instructor 59 41.0
School teacher 9 6.3
Most trusted information source Internet/YouTube 6 42
University website 49 34.0
Senior students/acquaintances 21 14.5
Frequently 17 11.8
Exposure to information about Sometimes 39 27.1
institutional differences Rarely 53 36.8
Never 35 243
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<Table 8> Factors influencing college choice (preliminary survey)

Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Faculty 16 11.1
Practice-oriented education 17 11.8
Most i f i
ost Important 'actor " Scholarships 3 2.1
college choice
Admission competition rate 82 56.9
Career prospects after graduation 26 18.1
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217k 273t
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<Table 9> Changes in college decision (post-survey)

Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Strongly disagree 3 2.1
Potential influence of Disagree 7 49
institutional knowledge on Neutral 40 27.8
college decision Agree 51 35.4
Strongly agree 43 29.9

(1~5, Likert scale) M = 3.86 SD = 0.97

AL Q1A Sz At 2% 291 k] BAS SIS Slo JBELLS HAISIgL0.

B, BE 57 Bae] OIeEL p < 052 AHSISh B ko] AuE v}
3171 9180 Cramer's V& AFESIGOR, o] A4 0-19] g 7Hch ATHEA Auks

<Table 10>3} Zt}.

<Table 10> Correlation analysis between knowledge of institutional systems and college decision factors

Most important factor in Influence of institutional
college choice understanding on college decision

Legal basis of junior colleges 215(.102) .196(.198)
Legal basis of vocational colleges .286(.003) .206(.141)
National scholarship eligibility ft

ational sc olarship eligibility for 188(25) 226(066)

vocational colleges

Regular .umvers1ty appllcatllor.l after 165(446) 234(.046)

vocational college admission
Equivalence of associate degrees .186(.267) .208(.130)

Aw 147} At A4 Q91 7+Y] Cramer's V= 165 ~ 2860 & LEL} AR FREof| A
BAACE Rt BAVE ERIHAT. of= Ak Q14 Fo] Aot AAF U FE
A UAZ 7S AARITH

.
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