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An Analysis of Current Music Curriculum in Arts High Schools
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Abstract  This study examines the music curricula of 19 arts high schools in South Korea through document analysis,
focusing on patterns in music elective organization and school-level characteristics following the implementation
of the 2022 Revised National Curriculum and the High School Credit System. Curriculum documents publicly
available through School Information were collected, and music elective subjects and credit allocations for students
entering in 2025 were comparatively analyzed. The findings are as follows. First, all schools offered non-national
curriculum subjects; however, in many cases, these were limited to semester-based subdivisions of existing national
curriculum subjects, indicating that the intended purpose of promoting curricular diversification has not been fully
fulfilled. Second, sight-singing and ear-training as well as major performance were offered in all schools, while
performance practicum and choir/ensemble were available in most schools, indicating that a practice-centered
curriculum structure remains firmly established. In contrast, convergence elective subjects were relatively limited.
Third, substantial differences were observed among schools in both the credit allocation for major performance and
the number of elective subjects offered. Based on these findings, this study highlights the need to enhance the
quality of non-national curriculum subjects, expand convergence elective offerings, and establish minimum common
standards for subject organization and credit allocation to ensure the professionalism and coherence of the music
curriculum in arts high schools.
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THAn et al.,, 2024; Kim, 2012; Park, 2018).
0|9} Z+o =2 3|9 4119 OOH—]- SIYZ v - BT AFE FAE
9_J,-°1<§ 4= it thr9] 39] dl&i: ‘dl&S E35F W-S{education through arts)’ X2 T}
S W-S(education for arts)S W8 EHZ A5l dl&F 58 /) A2 JfF
& SAIotE R wSIHYE 2ot Unk Eo 4719} o2 #9 U 1S
9] Zwlof Z]Hket TRl W , 54 9}51 T2 =9 354 40l
LEFHTH(Choi & Shin, 2014). F=+2 3] S}(Yehudi Menuhin School)= o]
WIS BEudet AF wiks AAsHs BEOE HAAste] 1ARE Ao o2&
P ATl % S B S Bl ek A
9 ol BHoIt oleiet LY B 4% Uik SO 4%
A6 A48 F9o et 4 oz 8ot 43 SR o
she ol Zlofelel ofene) BEm BEIFE TR A Sl sl
o] E 4 Qltk(Lee & Choi, 2014).
ot 2T AFoME epaeS dol digaes Bsigo] 2kl A&
S} 5 B 2ofete] AAIE B3l FHE e MR S 4T & e 1S
P9 Aol A7|=IL UTH(Ahn et al,, 2024).
u|=9] olo|d A ofl&Sku(Idyllwild Arts Academy)= A2 QAE, A= o|&, I3}
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Sh= LA E| 3 Y (Alexander Technique)?} 24+ W= Folal Qlth tj&Eo] 53
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3= £7S HQItk(Hyun & Hong, 2016).
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<Table 1> 2015 Revised National Curriculum - High school music

2015 Revised Curriculum Content
General electives Music
Common subjects . Music performance and composition
Career electives . .. e
Music appreciation and criticism

Music theory, Music history,
Specialized Curriculum I Sight singing and ear training, Choir and ensemble
Major performance, Performance practicum
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<Table 2> 2022 Revised National Curriculum - High school music

2022 Revised Curriculum Content

General electives Music

Music performance and composition

Career electives . .. e
Music appreciation and criticism

. Convergence electives Music and media
Common | Elective

subjects subjects Career electives

(art courses)

Music theory, Music history,
Sight singing and ear training, Choir and ensemble
Major performance, Performance practicum

Convergence electives

Music and culture
(art courses)

E3 2015 /1 W8IPoIA AREIH o] BAHAD GO gotol = FA A
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1277} Qe A= 25719 dleil & & A7-E Rt dledl A Al v 22 Ve
o] ®taIx|olr},
ZWH deAd dHALE ALl S5l sigsie dleils Astel S5l st

291 2SR 54,2 A7t A
e} o dﬂg('%@—h D]Ea ’F“g')j”]' EHTOEI]E( v Og
o ]d fydold, Tddlle 5= F&Esta] I

ﬁ

S 3, A o 219 o A9 WA WSk Ao 1) A
2 7M1 AE 25l BHY &1 AT M9 WHSAD AT 19749 o
i Folle 4 erde FHeE FHY diFdle s N deat 4F
zelo] ik, A, BE AL AETRSHE oS Aolstel LETHo] WA
2 o] Hli - B4 7Fsote S Attt A4t 197 dlens X dat AYRA,
AYAE, M A3l w2t <Table 3>0f A2|513ATt.
<Table 3> Arts high schools (Special purpose high schools) in South Korea, 2026
Departments
Region Arts high school Founding | Established Popular
(AHS) body year Music | Fine arts | Dance arts)
Seoul AHS Private 1953 @) @) @)
Seoul Sunhwa AHS Private 1974 O O O
Deokwon AHS Private 1992 O @) @)
Kaywon AHS Private 1980 O*) @) @) ©)
) Anyang AHS Private 1982 @) @) @) ©)
Gyeonggi
Gyeonggi AHS Public 2002 O @) O
Goyang AHS Private 2005 O O O O
Busan AHS Private 1985 O O O
Busan | Penicl E;ghAicsho‘)l | Privae | 1998 ® o | o
Daegu Gyeongbuk AHS Private 1964 O* O O
Incheon Incheon AHS Public 1997 O O @)
Gyeongnam | Gyeongnam AHS Private 1990 O O
Gwangju Gwangju AHS Public 1983 O O O

1) Lk A3ke oleTis AH 720199 Heh, el 12021 H3h, L4k 120224 A, o3
(20259 A, T3 12019 Agho|ch.

2) Eole 349 dlert ALFAdETS AR} AP

3) FYRBAET(960 Y, 2), FPFAFT(1955 4, F), W=Rot(1982 4, 3Y), &
231971 Y, FY), FF2PolEn5e0(1974 4Y, TPt et

HrARloE
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<Table 3> Continued

Departments
Region Arts high school Founding | Established Popular
(AHS) body year Music | Fine arts | Dance arts
Jeonnam AHS Private 1989 O @) @)
Jeonnam Koregr;fye 5211::1 of Public 2000 O Or6)
Gangwon Gangwon AHS Public 2000 O @) @)
Chungbuk Chungbuk AHS Public 1993 @) @) @)
Chungnam | Chungnam AHS Public 1996 @) @) @)
Sejong Sejong AHS Public 2018 O* @) ©)

Korean traditional arts focused arts high schools:

National High school of Traditional Korean Arts (est. 1960, national)
Gugak National High School (est. 1955, national)

Jindo Gugak High School (est. 1982, public)

Fine arts focused arts high schools:

Chungnam Design Art High School (est. 1971, public)
Korea Art and Design High School (est. 1974, public)

Popular arts focused arts high school:
School of Performing Arts (est. 1966, private)

2. X2 4% ¥ 24 Y
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Research procedure steps

Course configuration and
credits

N /

Common characteristics

l

Specific characteristics by
Schools

|

Flow between the 2022 revised national curriculum and
actual school curriculum

Departments and Majors

|

Derivation of implications

[Figure 1] Research procedure steps
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W2 o)%: 51 858PoIA ZolE Zolm A Tl AF THE 683k E3 2015
3 MAAAA AN AR 9] B4 ol shatel ettt FolE Aolek
oleigt Msks ahio] ThE Ak Soyst o) :

28] St HAAA ol ol Aoz ﬂ%ﬂ@ B499] 8 40] 85 JIHREL

r&“

A% 49 31%.¢ e 233 otme] 43 %ﬁ | $3SHES Bt fotekA WLt

42 w4 - 29 % e A=A 7o)
A= 197 ool Stk A1d 1% 29 10% ] -
A 100 463 30 LY A9 A2Y gorg A 2 e
o

(16%)°1H, = Ade] =<l Fof AFef 22 37

I (47%), AEALE A= A8 FHEQ] FoMpE= 147HJL(74% %O#Ol%’% 1773
(89%), “FA AHF-Z 18701(95%), ‘A% - & 197/ 1(100%), % - 5= 187}
(95%), ‘“HF A7’+= 1970 1(100%)°1H, &5 g T=<11 ot vlt]o = 270 (11%),
N&AE 5 A9 =21 <ot B3P = 57Hu(26%)0l A &Gt e ERIsHA
Tl<Table 4>

<Table 4> Music electives operation status of arts high schools

Gen.eral Career electives Convel:gence
electives electives
Elective
¢ oht singi . Music | Musi
subjects . Music | Music | Music | Music | Performance Sight singing Choir and Major usIe usie
Music P&(O)|A & @ | history | theo racticum and ear ensemble perfor- | and and
gl Y|P training mance | media | culture
f
Number of| 5 3 9 4 | 17 18 19 18 19 2 5
schools
R(f,‘/“)" 16 16| 47 | 1 | s 95 100 95 00 | 11 | 26
0,

7) Music performance and composition
8) Music appreciation and criticism
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<Table 5> Music electives and three year cumulative credits of arts high schools (2025 music department

entry cohort)

G.E9 Career electives Convetgence
electives
Sehool Music Music | Music | Music | Music | Performance Sig:l:dsi:fring Choir and pl\;l:fj;); Ma:flic Mal:;ic
P & C|A &C| history | theory | practicum i ensemble mance | media | culture
Seoul AHS 2 2 2 20 12 8 28
Sunhwa AHS 2 2 2 8 14 12 8 28 2
Deokwon AHS 2 14 8 8 44 2
Kaywon AHS 10 18 8 8 26
Anyang AHS 8 12 12 8 25
Gyeonggi AHS 2 8 14 8 10 24 3
Goyang AHS 3 3 4 20 7 15 26
Busan AHS 3 3 2 8 24 12 20 2
Peniel High
School of the 3 9 20 13 17 26 3
Arts
Gyeongbuk AHS 2 2 2 15 12 12 29
Incheon AHS 3 3 6 5 10 50
Gyeongnam AHS 4 4 12 8 12 40
Gwangju AHS 3 2 2 12 4 10 38
Jeonnam AHS | 3 6 8 12 48 3
?gzi‘/e“i‘:sl 2 2 | 2 12 2 8 56 2
Gangwon AHS 2 6 6 6 58
Chungbuk AHS 2 3 8 2 10 46
Chungnam AHS 2 2 2 12 6 12 40
Sejong AHS 6 2 2 2 9 8 4 40
2. flz03stn SAM| 1A 2 IF Wik 20 ot
A= 1971 dlleare] S dleAd ey 25 ILA] 9] IHEo] EFE| o] 4]
9 = WEHYoR LYBL stk 1A 9 2 WYL shel Bao
ne Taks g RAeT AR Tk A4S B9 B8] sl wvel]

98] =YE Ao® 7 WIS
314] 9] THEole} . 1A 9 T

[e)

fu—

9) General Electives
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SHA 2A4Jskal WIS Alesty WA 254 A SUY 4 Uth(ang, 2024). 113
) 90l ek 29 3% 49 AehE A A 9 AEBol UET Slos
2025.08.27. 71 XY E 5 A LA HI A o FHl(Edunet)oll A E1E 1158 ol
IH A JJ«E»Q % 3727lo]th(Korea Education and Research Information Service, n.d.).
EF A] - S 59U ot 1A 9] HES wWAT el ARIE AEE Ads
% ia,% A2(1-6), TP - (1), B (16, BF A7](1-6/08 Ads)
A&ile AR - B2(1~6), 3 A5(1~6), A5 A7](1~6), D (1), F(1~4)2F

¥ R
L2 Ko
@

Sotol&(1-4)S /Aakgith CollET AR - He(1-5), (1), TH(1-4), BF A
71(1-6)9 -oto]E(1-4), ool 2] UA(IINE ol BASH.

A4 591 ol 14] 9] IS AU Dfet A 4d FEel got A%
Hapo] g AR9L AR HSHE Fee] BASAT W - Bl Y - BF
N3HE 71ete] MASIATE ER A - Lol A - HS A, AF - S
878 FA Aol A 9F U, 2o 3 U4 AsFE 3R] Lok
9= Aow ShelEgl.

Jet ofefat 3] 9 L BRIYY HPRE BHOR 3 A 9 HT @Y
o) 2 A9t e 712 I ) BHFo] Y ALAL A 4

FEe 98 gl A BolS BEel Szo] vE QIek WebA oliet T
HAL olH T HwY W ALH e84 AEHS AR o
SEEC

7} shard wRAPYe] Aol 14 9 HEFOR AUY e 1Ee] 29 PgolA
HEIEE B, BRSSO, 2, 08 BASHS £ gion Fdg
A P(L, DT AE PP, 1D, Y, TGS mAfstel oy
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