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A Multidimensional Analysis of Korean Traditional Instrumental Music Education
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Abstract  This study aims to examine Korean traditional instrumental music education presented in music textbooks
through a multidimensional analytical framework and to explore directions for its development in schools. As a
research method, deductive content analysis based on a multidimensional analytical framework was employed. A
total of 67 elementary and secondary music textbooks developed under the 2022 revised national music curriculum
were analyzed using five analytical focuses: skill-centered, concept-centered, learner development, sociocultural
context, and cultural identity. The results show that skill- and concept-centered instrumental activities were frequently
repeated; however, opportunities for deeper learning and transfer were limited. In the sociocultural perspective,
students’ experiences with traditional instruments were restricted, and regional representation was uneven. In addition,
reflective activities to support cultural identity were insufficient. These findings suggest that current Korean traditional
instrumental music education remains largely skill-oriented. This study highlights the need for a multidimensional
approach to organizing educational content and provides foundational data for improving Korean traditional
instrumental music education in schools.
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[Figure 1] Multidimensional structure for analyzing Gugak instrumental music education
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<Table 1> Analytical focus: analysis criteria and coding standards

. Learner Sociocultural Cultural
Skill-centered | Concept-centered . . .
Code . . development-oriented | contextual | identity-supportive
analytical focus | analytical focus . . .
number (SK) (C0) analytical focus | analytical focus | analytical focus
(DO) (8O ((8))
Students' local
1 Repetition Formation Appropriateness Context ens foea
culture
2 Progression Rep etmo.n & Task Difficulty West.el'n- Meaning-making
expansion centricity
. _ . _ Succession &
3 Integration Generalization Interaction Diversity .
recreation
4 Cumu'latlve Application: & ZPD potential Clﬂ,t u1‘2.11 Identity reflection
experience transfer specificity
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<Table 2> Status of Gugak instrument presentation by grade cluster (N, %)

Solo performing Group performing Edutech
c(l;:::leer So | Jang | Dan | So | Gaya | Sori | Buk|Other | Pung | Gugak | Cross \G’utm:: Total
go | gu | so [geum |geum | buk | * | ** | mul | ensemble | over |, uga

instrument
Grades| 25 66 . . . . . 5 9 1 4 4 114
34 96(84.2) 14(122)
Grades| 7 | @2 @ |20 - |- |-[-Jw]| o |4 - s
5-6 121(80.1 23(15.2)
Mddl| - [ 59227 | 8]12]e]3 20| 6 |4
e 10 191
whool 151(79) 21(2138)
Hgh | - |2 [un ] sfw]s[-] 1 [o] o |3 U |
school 74(77) 21(21.8)
21933 [s]0]e6] o8] 25 [15] 2»
Total 552
442(80) 83(16) 2(4)

* Nanta Buk (1), Modum Buk (5)
** Grades 3-4: Hyangbal (5), Middle school: Geomungo (2), Haegeum (1), High school: Haegeum (1)
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<Table 3> Status of Gugak instrument activities by grade cluster (N, %)

Utilizing Gugak Expressing creative
Grade Performing Accompanying instruments in works with Gugak
. . . . Total
cluster appreciation pieces instruments
A|B|C|A|B|C| A B C A B C
QGrades 64 8 3 23 6 . 1 2 . 9 1 1 118
34 75(63.6) 29(24.6) 3(2.5) 11(9.3)
Grades [ 113 16 | 6 [ s | 1t [ 1| 4 [ 1 | 1 7126 s
5-6 135(78) 17(9.8) 6(3.5) 15(8.7)
Midde [100] 27 [ 5 [36 | - [ 1] 6 [ 3 ] 1 11| 2]4 .
school 132(65.3) 37(18.3) 10(5) 23(11.4)
Hgh |20 |46 | 1 [ 23] -] -] 2] 1| 6 | - | - "
school 68(68) 23(23) 3(3) 6(6)
2089772 3] 7 ]2 3]s |n
Total 593
409(69) 106(17.9) 22(3.7) 55(9.3)

¥ A refers to solo instrumental performance, B refers to ensemble performance, and C refers to virtual
Gugak instruments
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[Figure 2] Gugak instrumental Education based on the skill-centered analytical focus (SK)
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[Figure 3] Gugak instrumental education based on the concept-centered analytical focus (CO)
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[Figure 4] Number of Gugak and western musical instruments presented by grade cluster in music textbooks
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<Table 4> Frequency of musical pieces by grade cluster from the perspective of diversity

Genre Regionality of folk music
Grade cluster - sical | Folk | Creative | Total (‘;vt'f Gy;’“g Gsy;‘l’g“g 11? Jeju cchl:::é ;f)':l‘i H::e"g Total
Grades 34| 6 |60 | 17 |92 | - | 25 ol | - . N
Grades 56 | 3 | 102 25 |130 | 4 | 28 2 |17l s 2 | &
Middle school| 11 | 112] 49 | 172 | 5 | 30 26 | 19| 5| 3 -7 |9
High school | 11 |60 | 21 | 92| - | 21 4 |96 3 1| 3 | 7
Total 310|343 112 9 | 104 | 6 5702 1w | 1| 12
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[Figure S| Genre distribution and regional distribution of
folk songs of musical pieces for Gugak instrumental activities
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