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ABSTRACT

A study on scale learning in music textbooks

— Emphasis on the concept and the type —

Lee, Kyung-eon

The melody is one of the important elements making up the music, and it is essential in
the study of music. The characteristics of melody changes depending on how the notes are
manijpulated in terms of time and space. The concepts of scale, mode and key are related to
such manipulations.

A clear understanding of scale, mode and key is important in understanding of melody as
fundamental clements of music as well as important elements in distinguishing and
characterizing different songs or musics of different people and different times. However, the
current textbooks and teacher’s guides either do not define such concepts clearly or contain
different informations, creating a confusion for the teachers and the students alike. The
purpose of this writing, therefore, is to analyze the contents and methods of the current
textbooks regarding scale, mode and tone, and to present better explanations and methods.

Foremost, the analysis of the textbooks for high school students and 1st year junior high
school students regarding melody-related concepts and types shows that they lack
consistency in presenting concepts and types of scale and that explanations were not clear.
Details of the analysis are as follows: First of all, the concepts of scale must be sorted out.
Most textbooks do not present the concept, and overall consistency is difficult to achieve.
Second of all, when presenting the types of scales, clear standards and classification system
of scales for students must be employed. Third of all, when presenting concepts and types of
scales of Korean traditional music, the part for which the academic world has consensus
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must be presented uniformly.

Because there is a need to present the concepts and classification system of scales
uniformly, the following draft has been introduced.

1. Definition of concepts related to scale

In a broad sense, scale is defined as arranging notes used in music according to a set of
rules so that the definition of scale will include music of the world and modern music. The
mode, in a narrow sense, means the church mode in the Middle Ages and defines a scale
that has tonal center in a broad sense. Only when used in a broad sense, it must be
differentiated from the church mode in the Middle Ages either through tonal system or
designation. The key refers to the phenomenon where a central note takes a dominance and
other notes maintain a subordinate order around the central notelkeynote). It is an
embodiment of tonality within a tone scheme through scale or mode. When the meaning is
restricted to the designation of the pitch of a keynote in a certain scale or mode, it is
referred by the name key.

2. Arrangement of scale types

When sorting scales, the standards are set forth by the classification according to the
number of constituent notes within an octave, the classification according to the interval of
the notes within a scale and the classification according to the relationship between the
keynote and other notes, and the types of the applicable scales are listed.

When the mode refers to the church mode in the Middle Ages in a narrow sense, it only
includes the 8 kinds of modes used in the Middle Ages in western music. In a broad sense,
it includes various folk music like laga of India, makam of Arab, and pyong-mode and
gyemyeon-mode of Korea.

The types of the key can include major scale, minor scale, folk songs using 5 note scale
or other special scale, and music based on the church mode.
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3. Definition of concepts related to the Korean traditional music scale

Such designations as scale, mode and key is inadequate to describe the characteristics of
the melody of the Korean traditional music for which it is difficult to find one central tone
or to analyze ornamental pattern. Therefore, it is reasonable to use the term "tori" that has
been used traditionally.

"tori” is a concept referring to musical characteristics such as tonal function, melody type,
ornamental pattern, voice production as a whole out of tonal structure, scale, mode, and so
on. It is too broad when used as a theoretical terminology for mode schemes, but is very
useful in our situation where a systematic theory of the mode of our folk songs has not been
established. When analyzing using "tori", however, there is a limitation that it can only be
used to analyze our folk songs yet. Therefore, "tori" can be designated and classified by
regional music styles such as Kyeong tori, Namdo tori, Seodo tori and Dongbu tori, or by
melody styles such as menari tori, yukjabaegi tori and susimga tori.

In order to utilize discussions such as this for educational purpose in the future, more
definite research related to educational realities such as how to make it easier to present
scale-related concepts to students of different levels, which types of scales should be taught
to a particular level of students and how to link the concepts with classroom activities must
be carried out in addition to presenting concepts uniformly and presenting methods for
systematic classification of the types.

Furthermore, efforts must be maintained to establish a systematic theory of the mode of
the Korean traditional music, and the results of such efforts must be utilized in education.
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