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ABSTRACT
Composition in the classroom

Moonjoo Seog

Composition belongs in every music curriculum. But it tends to be the nost neglected aspect
of our music curriculum for a variety of reasons. It should be only one aspect of the total picture.
Students view the study of form, harmony, rhythm, melody, or dynamics as a means of
acquiring the tools they need to create.

In reading and writitng programs in the elementary school curriculumn, childrer:. with the con-
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cepts of main ideas, sequencing, classfying, and categorizing. Music composition also helps stu-
dents gain control over these intellectual tools. It is especially similar to programs that emphasizes
“process writing”; when composing, students brainstorm(in groups and as individuals), write
rough drafts, edit, revise, and create finished products. Process is Important as content and the
composition process makes use of and reinforces what children learn in other subjects. In the
process of creating music, higher—level thinking skills make a major role. Students use the
knowledge they have, then evaluate it, using analysis, synthesis, problem solving, and classfying.
It also necessitates application of musical concepts, and they must deal with all the concepts and
components of music and must be able to manipulate them.

All music educators and students know that the creative process of writing and performing
one’s own music is an experience that motivates, teaches, and provides a pleasure that will last a
lifetime. We know this, but we are fearful; that our own lack of skill or talent will make us inca-
pable of creating the proper environment for attempting to teach composition or improvisation.

Why compose with the students? First, children are innately creative. Most tremendous
pride in and derive great pleasure from their own creation, and you can capitalize on this self —
motivation. Second, composing helps students develop a pride in their own musicality: this also
motivates further learning. Third, composition is an excellent means of teaching and reinforcing
musical concepts, and fourth, teacher analysis of your student’ works serves to evaluate studen
comprehension of these concepits. '

The purpose of this study is to present various techniques that develope through teaching stu-
dents to use their innate ahilities and learned skills to create music. The goal is not to make com-
posers of all students, but to use compositions as another technique in studying anc| experiencing
music. The study has a realistic, practical, and step by step guidelines that provide music teach-
ers with the ideas and suggestions to make them and their students successful in learning through
creating.

In keeping with the current philosophy of music education, the program described in this
study invloves a concept and activities— based approach. Each lesson teaches specific musical
concept through various students activities such as singing, playing, listening, moving, improvis-
ing, and composing. The program uses two types of lessonm plans; whole—class instruction
(teacher —guided composition) and small—group composition(7 —8 students in group). Tech-
niques such as “mprovising music, using with learned musical conpect”, “composition with
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poem”, “three part form music”, “rhythm rondo”, “serial composition”, and “theme and varia-
tions” are presemted as ideas that can be used as additionnal elements in this program or indepen-
dently.

Each of the technique in this study serves a different purpose in developing th= creativity of
the students. Group composition reinforces social skills such as the building of interpersonal rela-
tionships and skills in group discussion, organization, listening and valuing the ideas of others.
The process of described in this study also serves as an excellent way to address individual ablities
and needs. Small group exercises in particular provide the teacher with the opportunity to give
special help and attention to individual students. While working as small group, the teacher can
circul ate and work with individuals in a way that is not possible in whole —class instruction.

The lessons are included instruction, teacher modeling, guided practice, sample assignment
and sample class for small group composition. The instuction is involoved students’ activities,
teacher’s guide, and teacher’s questioning. Questioning in class emphasizes comprehension, the as-
sessment of prior Knowledge, and prediction on what student is known.

The study addresses to use technology for creating music—computer, synthesizer, and music
software—fot the reform of music education in the schools. Technology —assisted creativity is a
developmental process. As the students begin to listen and respond to their music, interesting
events can be held. If we have technology devices in schools, students can creating, revising, edit-
ing, listening and printing their own music. The instant playback and editing capability of com-
puter allow students involvement in the composition process by providing for the free manipula-
tion of musical elements and the experiences in a process of music synthesis.

The world is changing. Problems exist that were unheard of a decades ago. As music edu-
cators, we must use such teachnology changes as the impetus for taking a new look at how and
why we do what we do. Also the researcher believes that experiencing the compositional process
is one of the best ways for students to begin to understand, perform, and d=velop sensitivity for
music. In the 21st century that so many diverse styles and problems will be interacting with our
daily lives, students must be trained to make value judgements. Experience with the creative
compositional process will help prepare them to make these judgements.
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